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May 21, 2013 
 
 
 
Mr. Santos H. Kreiman, Director 
Department of Beaches & Harbors 
Design Control Board 
13483 Fiji Way, Trailer #3 
Marina Del Rey, CA  90292 
 
Attn:  Ismael Lopez 
 
Re:  THE MARINA GATEWAY 
Parcel 95 
Marina Del Rey 
 
The following is a project description of The Marina Gateway, located on Parcel 95, in 
Marina Del Rey. The project is located on the south side of Washington Boulevard and 
extends from Via Marina Avenue on the east to Via Dolce Avenue on the west.  This 
project was designed to include several components.  The Project is located in Visitor 
Serving Convenience Commercial zone.  On the east side, at the intersection of 
Washington Boulevard and Via Marina , on parcel LLS, we have designed a park 
complementing another  park across Via Marina on parcel 97, which we have previously 
presented to the Design Control Board.  This project combines retail and restaurants 
functions. 
 
There are currently 4 buildings on this site.  Three of the structures will be demolished.    
The Islands restaurant, located on the west side of the property, will remain and will 
continue to operate during construction.  The project is surrounded by multistory 
structures.  On the south side of the alley we find a three story apartment project set on a 
hillside with their first story over 20 feet above the alley. A parking structure is also 
located across the alley on the southeast side of the project. Also on the other side of 
Washington Boulevard we find the Marina Towers, an eight story structure. Another 
eight story structure is located across Via Dolce Avenue and Washington Boulevard. 
 
 



We propose two new structures on the east side of the property designated as Buildings A and B.  
The Island’s restaurant will be designated as building C.  A public park will be built on the 
adjoining property at the intersection of Washington Boulevard and Via Marina as part of the 
development.  An Existing parking lot serving  the Islands restaurant will remain but the existing 
landscaping will be improved. The following is a description of the proposed project. 
 
Building A 
 
Building A which was located adjacent to the intersection of Via Marina and Washington 
Boulevard was designed to anchor the project adjacent to the park. The building was designed to 
appear as a two story structure.  Unlike other centers featuring a similar façade over the entire 
building exteriors, we varied the façade with structures of different heights, various exteriors 
finishes and windows to provide interest.  Two towers were placed at each building corner, The 
façade includes various materials such as stone veneer and smooth plaster. Precast trim 
complements the copper dome at the corner.  The exterior of the building was enhanced by 
awnings in some areas in order to introduce color and texture.  Stone veneer was also 
incorporated with pre-cast trim to differentiate each store with the columns extending to the roof 
eave above.  A coffee shop was located at the east side with glazing overlooking the new park.  
We feel many visitors stopping at the park can purchase a drink and sit and enjoy the adjacent 
park. 
The park itself would provide a wonderful background for the coffee shop. Building A will be 
5,747 square feet. 
 
Building B 
 
Building B façade is articulated in similar fashion to Building A.  The exteriors include a variety 
of materials, shapes, height, fenestration, etc.  On the east side we have designed a tower with 
copper dome.  A different tower was placed on the west side with balcony above the entry, 
making it looks like a two story structure in appearance.  Window shutters and pre-cast details 
give the building an upscale look.  Stone veneer was used extensively to provide contrast to the 
smooth plaster used on other parts of the building.   Entrances to stores are of different height to 
provide interest.  Awnings and cantilered metal canopies greatly enhance the elevations. Tile 
roof and stone columns were also added in the rear facing the alley. Building B will be 11,296 
square feet. 
 
Building C 
 
The existing Building C currently serves the Island Restaurant.  The Building façade featuring 
rough sawn wood siding and flat concrete roofing is clearly outdated.  We felt it was important to 
make the building look similar to the two proposed new structures.  We have proposed the 
following: 

1.  Replace existing tile roof to match new Buildings A and B 
2.  Replace wood siding with smooth plaster 
3. Create a new tower to be located at the intersection of Via Dolce Ave.  

 



 
 
Lighting Concept 
 
The goal of the exterior lighting is for the building façade and landscape to be expressed in a 
dramatic and sophisticated way.  To accomplish this, the majority of light sources will be hidden 
from view, highly shielded and unobtrusive, with only the decorative fixtures visible.  The 
building lighting will feature critical elements of the façade and provide sufficient lighting for 
safety.  Up-lighting provided at towers emphasize the details of the building. 
 
Landscape Concept 
 
The landscape planting design is laid out to reflect the tropical nature of the plantings that 
currently exist in the Marina area.  Palms are used for accents and design rhythm.  Flowering 
Crepe Myrtle and New Zealand Christmas trees are integrated into the design for annual 
flowering color.  The shrubbery is chosen also for its flowering color and foliage texture.  Where 
in ground planting is not possible, containers are used for both trees and shrubbery roof patio 
area and the residential balconies that face the alley side will also be planted with container 
planting.  The plaza paving will be interlocking concrete pavers, colored and layed in varying 
design patterns to provide contrast and interest in texture. 

 

The Public Park 
 
For the past several years there has been an initiative to provide a public park on Parcel LLS at 
the southwest corner of Washington Boulevard and Via Marina.  This proposal provides for the 
park to be developed on the site.  This park will complement another new park across Via 
Marina on Parcel 97 that was built as part of the redevelopment of that parcel.  Gold Coast West 
and Gold Coast Shopping Center are committing to develop at no cost to the country of Los 
Angeles. 
 
On the Southeast corner of Washington and Via Marina, it is the project’s intent to provide a 
public park area that is reflective of the existing public corner across the street to the Southwest. 
This park is of a design that layers the planting and provides seating, privacy and protection from 
the busy traffic of Washington Boulevard.  The theme is circular in its design with a raised 
platform for public performances with surround seating facing the platform.  Surrounding this 
seating are raised planters protecting and screening the users with flowering Crape Myrtles and 
Canary Island Palms.  The paving patterns also reflect the circular design, radiating from the 
center of the park area, outward to the park’s edges.  At the corner facing the intersection on a 
diagonal, is a sign area naming the park and is accented by groups of Queen Palms, lawn and 
pink flowering India Hawthorn.  The intent of the park is to create a public area and serve as an 
anchor/focal point for the project. 
 



The park will include such amenities as a fountain to serve as a focal point with amphitheater 
seating around a circular shaped paved area.  A permanent circular stage was provided so 
musicians and other performers can use to entertain visitors to the park.  The park will be lit and 
step lights will be provided at the amphitheater.  Palm trees will also be used to tie in with the 
landscaping of the rest of the project. 
 
Our office, as well as our landscape architect, intend to work closely with members of the DCB 
to provide an attractive environment for the project.  If you have any additional questions please 
do not hesitate to call.  We are confident that we have designed a project which will greatly 
enhance this area of the Marina and will bring additional visitor serving activities to the Marina. 
 
  
Sincerely,  
 

 
Jack Hollander AIA, ARA 
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